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At Green Energy Ohio, we
celebrated our 20th Anniversary
in 2020, and I completed my
third year as Executive Director.
For all of us, it was a year like no other, full of uncertainties and upheaval. I am proud to state
that through it all, GEO became a stronger, more flexible organization, able to continue our
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group effort led by the Board of Directors and supported by our business and individual members,
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donors and supporters, and partners and program participants.
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In reflecting on the year, I found that four words came to mind: Growth, Creativity, Activity,
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and Focus. Even without being able to meet in person for most of the year, GEO remained active.
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We were creative in developing new programs. We continued to grow in members and supporters.
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And we focused even more directly on our mission. We have designed this report with those
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four characteristics in mind, to give you a sense of who we are, what we do, and where we stand.
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As you read this report, you will become familiar with the people we represent, with programs
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that educate and entertain, and with policies for which we advocate. Making those selections
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and condensing this year into a single document was a difficult task, and there is much more
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that could be said. For that, I encourage you to visit our website, follow us on social media,
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important work under challenging circumstances. Green Energy Ohio’s success was truly a

and sign up for our newsletter.
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GEO’s journey over the last two decades has been guided by the commitment to a clean energy
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future, and I am honored to continue the pursuit of that commitment in 2021.
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MEMBERS AND DONORS
Our individual and business members,
donors, and sponsors are the foundation
of our organization and make it possible
to pursue our mission.

19% Increase

Our diverse membership is one of the unique
features of Green Energy Ohio and highlights
the collective support for clean energy and
energy efficiency throughout the state.
Our members and partners include:
• Individuals committed to progress
on renewable energy, energy efficiency,
and the fight against climate change

in Individual Members
in 2020

• Businesses engaged in the clean energy
economy and companies pursuing
clean energy options

30% Increase

• Academic Institutions incorporating
sustainability throughout their campuses
and their curriculum

in Business Members
in 2020

24% Increase

in Annual Donations
since 2017

• Communities improving the quality of
life for their citizens through renewable
resources with goals of carbon neutrality
• Nonprofit Organizations working
on the shared vision of a clean energy
future for Ohio
GEO is fortunate to have a wide circle
of partners with whom we collaborate
on programming and policy advocacy.
From statewide organizations to local groups,
there are unlimited opportunities to advance
our shared goals. Prominent regional and
national organizations also work in Ohio
as part of a broad coalition of support for
a clean energy future.

Ohio has a robust state university and
community college system and is home
to over 40 private higher education
institutions. These colleges and universities
are training the next generation through
innovative curriculum, conducting cuttingedge research, and committing to the
installation and use of renewable resources
on campus. GEO partners with many
of them in the classroom and in their
community outreach.

Power with a Purpose
Designed as a collaboration with our
business members, the Power with a Purpose
program encourages more solar energy
use in Ohio and greater engagement on
clean energy issues. When a residential
or commercial customer purchases a solar
installation from a participating GEO business
member, they receive a one-year membership in Green Energy Ohio.
Not only will Ohioans be saving money
on energy costs and reducing their carbon
footprint, they will become part of a statewide
community of clean energy advocates
and an organization that promotes and
represents their renewable energy interests.
The successful pilot program kicked off in
June with YellowLite as our first partner.

Climate Change Book Club

Vote Green Energy

The energy debate is a critical element in
the broader discussion of climate change.
Any serious attempt to reduce carbon must
focus on the development and installation of
clean energy and energy efficiency technologies.
This year, GEO continued to educate Ohioans
on climate issues and foster discussions on
the ways in which we can all be part of the
solution. Our online Climate Change Book Club
was extended to include documentaries and
podcasts, and now numbers over 220 members.

From the presidential election to local races
and initiatives, clean energy was most definitely
on the ballot last November. Investment in
renewable resources and energy efficiency
must be an integral part of how our country
rebuilds. GEO urged voters to support leaders
who listen to science, promote sustainability,
understand the urgency of climate change,
and work to prepare both Ohio and our nation
for future environmental, economic, and
health challenges.

Online Outreach

Earth Day
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Earth
Day during a pandemic meant going virtual.
GEO’s list of 50 Ways to Honor Earth Day
included ideas for making change, taking action,
and increasing awareness in five categories:
Sign Up and Speak Out, Ditch and Switch, Green
Home Makeover, Reduce and Reuse, and Nurture
Nature. The highlight was a photo contest with
members and supporters submitting pictures
of themselves engaged in an Earth Day activity.

Three years ago, we began implementation
of a broad outreach strategy that placed
particular emphasis on reengaging with our
members and appealing to a wider audience.
Throughout 2020, we focused on building an
extensive distribution list of individuals with
whom we maintain regular contact through
our monthly e-newsletter, as well as emails
targeting specific issues. We also continued
to build our social media presence and are
now active on a variety of platforms.

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT

Facebook:

18% Increase

in followers
in 2020
Twitter:

15% Increase

in followers
in 2020
Instagram:

66% Increase
in followers
in 2020

Direct Email:

25% Increase

in subscribers
in 2020
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Clean Energy in the Age
of Coronavirus
Unable to host in-person events, we pivoted
to a virtual format. GEO’s signature online event,
Clean Energy in the Age of Coronavirus,
began in May and continued through September.
Moderated by Executive Director Jane Harf,
each conversation featured the perspectives
of two leaders in their field.

Our discussions tackled the
tough questions surrounding
the pandemic’s impact on
the clean energy industry.
Our guests included distinguished speakers
from the media, clean energy businesses,
nonprofit organizations, academic institutions,
energy providers, and local governments.
Registration for the six conversations
averaged 70 participants, many of whom
took advantage of opportunities to contribute
to the conversation.

Growing Local Solar

Homearama

The fourth in our series of Growing Local
Solar workshops was held virtually in early
December in collaboration with the Ohio
Environmental Council and Solar United
Neighbors. Once again, experts in developing
community solar projects shared their insights
with local leaders and solar activists, ending
with a real-time virtual visit to the Lakewood
rooftop installation.

Our first live event since March, Grow
with GEO Day at Homearama in Cincinnati
took place in late October. Joined by our
business members and nonprofit partners,
GEO hosted a day of energy education
for visitors to the home show.

National Solar Tour
Due to pandemic restrictions, GEO did not
host our annual statewide tour. In its place,
we partnered with the American Solar Energy
Society (ASES), Solar United Neighbors, and
Generation 180 to recruit Ohio school districts
for the Solar Schools Tour and to promote
the benefits of solar power for K-12 school
systems. The virtual National Solar Tour
ran from September 28-October 4, with
October 1 designated as Solar Schools Day.

U.S. and European Climate Policy
GEO was approached by the Center for
a New American Security (CNAS) to host
a virtual roundtable on The Future of U.S.
and European Climate Policy. The roundtable
was part of a multi-year initiative called
“Across the Pond, In the Field,” a series of
meetings between European diplomats and
Americans to widen the range of perspectives
in the transatlantic conversation. CNAS
participants included diplomats from Finland,
Sweden, and the European Union, as well
as representatives of European nonprofit
organizations. GEO brought 15 Ohio nonprofit
activists and business leaders to the table,
all of whom have been vocal advocates for
progressive climate policy.

2 0 2 0 AWA R D W I N N E R S

Executive Director
Jane Harf at the Cincinnati
Zoo & Botanical Garden

Anniversary Celebration
The Green Energy Ohio Annual Awards Ceremony and 20th Anniversary Celebration,
initially scheduled to take place in April at the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, was first
postponed and eventually moved to a recorded format. Although it was not how we had
originally envisioned it, gathering virtually gave the GEO community all around the state
a chance to celebrate with us.
Along with our great videographer, Innerphase Video Productions, we traveled to Cincinnati,
Athens, Columbus, Hudson, and Kent to film Board members, award winners, friends, and
supporters. The production was then broadcast live to attendees the evening of October 23
and available to ticket holders for a month afterward. To maintain the original theme, our
eighteen table sponsors each chose a Cincinnati Zoo resident as their mascot for the evening.
Naturally, our Presenting Sponsor, the American Electric Power Foundation, got Fiona!
For the past three years, we have presented Green Achievement Awards to businesses,
nonprofit organizations, colleges and universities, and communities or government entities.
This year we added two Lifetime Achievement Awards for service to the State of Ohio and
service to the Southwest Ohio region.

Lifetime Achievement Award
for Service to the State of Ohio:
Governor Ted Strickland

Lifetime Achievement Award
for Service to Southwest Ohio:
Brewster Rhoads

Green Achievement Award
for Business:
Fifth Third Bank

Green Achievement Award
for Academia:
University of Dayton

Green Achievement Award
for Nonprofit Organization:
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

Green Achievement Award for
Government and Community:
City of Cincinnati

In addition to the Award Presentations, we were extremely fortunate to have Congressman
Ro Khanna of California deliver the keynote remarks on federal energy and climate initiatives
and what we can do to make a difference at the national level.
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Local governments lead the way
in the clean energy movement.
Columbus Mayor Andrew Ginther has
announced the ambitious goal of achieving
carbon neutrality by 2050. In March, GEO
submitted remarks supporting an Energy
and Water Benchmarking and Transparency
Ordinance to ensure that buildings in Columbus
– which account for 55% of community-wide
greenhouse gas emissions – are as energy and
water efficient as possible. The Ordinance was
passed unanimously by City Council.
GEO also endorsed Columbus’ Proposed
Electric Service Aggregation Program, which
was approved by over 75% of voters in
November. The program will be the largest
electric aggregation program in the Midwest
and the third-largest in the country, all
with 100% renewable energy.

Ohioans deserve clean energy and clean government.
Discussions over the future of Ohio’s energy policy, culminating in the passage of
House Bill 6 (HB 6) in October 2019, continued to dominate the state legislative landscape
in 2020. In the two decades that GEO has been representing the interests of clean energy
growth and development, HB 6 ranked among the most detrimental approaches to public
policy undertaken by the General Assembly.
When news broke of the indictments alleging widespread acts of corruption leading
to passage of HB 6, GEO immediately called for its repeal. In addition, we assisted in a
coordinated effort to secure the signatures of over four dozen Ohio business leaders on
a letter to the Governor and members of the General Assembly urging immediate repeal.
Later in the year, GEO worked with the same coalition partners to recruit business leaders
for a virtual panel discussion in which they shared their perspectives on the harm that
policies like HB 6 do to the industry and the economy.
At the grassroots level, we urged our members and supporters to call on their state legislators
to repeal HB 6. As bipartisan repeal legislation was considered, GEO submitted proponent
testimony on Senate Bill 346. We also submitted opponent testimony on House Bill 798,
delaying – but not repealing – the onerous provisions of HB 6.

“Jane Harf, executive director of the nonprofit Green Energy Ohio,
said that H.B. 6 sent the message that Ohio is not open for renewable
energy development. Yet polls show the majority of Ohioans support
renewable energy, she said, and the political scandal around H.B.
6 creates an opportunity for Ohio to ‘take back our leadership role
in renewable energy, to resume doing the things that will really
make a difference whether it’s environmental, whether it’s economic
development, whether it’s jobs.’ ”
S&P Global Market Intelligence, August 7, 2020

Renewable projects receive consideration.
The Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) received a record number of applications for new
renewable projects in 2020 and issued orders on others that had moved through the process.
In August, after the OPSB issued a preliminary ruling that would have crippled the LEEDCo
Icebreaker Wind project, GEO hosted a virtual town hall with LEEDCo and the Power of Wind
Action Team to educate participants and solicit support for the project. We sent our members
and supporters an action alert and reiterated our support for the project in a letter to the OPSB.
The OPSB’s subsequent reversal of their decision will allow Icebreaker to move forward as the
first offshore wind facility in the Great Lakes and the first freshwater wind farm in North America.
In collaboration with GEO business member Apex Clean Energy and nonprofit partner Northern
Ohioans for Wind, GEO co-hosted a workshop at Miami University to inform attendees about
the status of wind development in Ohio and to encourage audience members to take an active
role in support of projects under consideration. GEO also spoke in support of the Emerson Creek
Wind Farm under development in Huron and Erie Counties at an OPSB Public Hearing.

AV E N U E S F O R A D V O C A C Y
GEO pursues our mission to move Ohio
forward on critical issues and projects
through a number of strategies.

• Provides Testimony
at the Ohio General
Assembly
• Supports Projects
at the Ohio Power
Siting Board
• Sends Action Alerts
• Speaks to the Media
• Signs Coalition Letters
• Hosts Town Halls
& Roundtables
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SPONSORING
BUSINESS MEMBERS

SUPPORTING
BUSINESS MEMBERS

American Electric Power

Anderson DuBose Company

Apex Clean Energy

Cleveland Bricks

Ecohouse Solar

Corona Photovoltaics, LLC

Hecate Energy

Design Energy

IGS Solar

EBEB Solutions, Inc.

Invenergy

Edison Solar

Lightsource bp

Energility

Trebel Energy

Energy Optimizers, USA

Workrise

Government Edge

YellowLite

Hoon, Inc.
Kinnard’s, LLC

S U S TA I N I N G
BUSINESS MEMBERS

M+A Architects

ARP Solar

Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

GOJO

RBI Solar

Go Sustainable Energy

Solar Energy Solutions

Melink Corporation

Solarvision, LLC

New Morning Energy, LLC

Talan Products, Inc.

OH Solar

Third Sun Solar

Palmer Energy Company

Vistula Management

Modern Energy

Solar Power & Light
Telhio Credit Union
TMI Energy Solutions

P.O. Box 521
Granville, Ohio 43023
(614) 902-2465
You learn more about Green Energy Ohio at:

greenenergyohio.org
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